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Bedtime stories, morning stories, relax-time stories – reading aloud together is a special time of comfort, closeness 
and presence. And reading aloud strengthens your child’s language and communication skills.

Read with your child
Reading together with your child is different to reading to your child.
When you read with your child, you can stop to talk about the words, the story and the pictures, 
both during the story and at the end.

Be present
Most parents experience their minds wandering when reading aloud. Try focusing your mind purely 
on reading with your child.

Start early
Your child will enjoy looking at books from as early as 9-10 months old. Look at the books and 
add words – but only for as long as your child is interested. From around 18 months, you can start 
reading books with a few words.

Keep going 
Keep reading with your children – even after they have learned to read.

Choice of books
The most important thing isn’t which books you read, but that you read. Get inspiration for some 
great books to read at LæseLeg.

Use the words
Books give your child new and different words to the ones they know. Don’t skip the unusual or 
hard words – explain them, but don’t translate them into easier words.

Repeat, repeat, repeat
Children love to read the same book several times. Be patient, but suggest you read a new book 
afterwards.

Use your local library
Children’s librarians are very knowledgeable about children’s books. Ask them for advice and teach 
your children to use the local library.

Teach your child to own books
Give your child books as presents for Christmas and birthdays and teach your child the joy of books.

You can’t be replaced by an e-book!
While e-books are a great supplement to reading aloud, they will never replace the time spent 
together with you.
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